
FCEMF Meeting Notes 
August 7, 2012 1200 
 
John Kieffer – acting chairman 
Introductions all around to include something about your family: 
Paul Cameron, Steve Cole, Larry Creamer, Becky Deuel, Dennis Episcopo, Ken 
Hasner, David Hoffman, John Kieffer, Dave Mantel, Kathi Miller, Steve Nickel, Lee 
Smoll, Melinda Tooley, Randy Tooley 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Paul was not in attendance so there was no report of 
current balance and no dues were collected.  However, during the meeting, 
requests have been made for the following disbursements: 

 Doris Steinberg 

 Sikh Temple community 

 MASA 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
We are still looking for a host church for November and December. 
 
Business: Updates on past events 
 
EAA 
- Lee Smoll – incredible year.  There were approximately as many people as last 
year.  They served 4,300 meals.  Over 30 churches brought meals in.  The 
missionaries that come in are blown away by what God is doing and the 
fellowship.  There were about 70 speaking engagements during the week – not 
just at churches, but Rotary, Kiwanis, service clubs and small group Bible Studies.  
The budget was within dollars of making it match – they had walked in about 
$4,000 short.  The ministry leans on the churches in the area to support it.  MASA 
is on the missions budget for many churches.  
Larry Creamer – has been part of the chaplain core for the last few years.  One of 
the exciting things to see is the people that God has in amazing places.  There is a 
chapel service every morning, so Believers gather.  Several different chapel 
speakers with great messages had the opportunity to share their testimony.  You 
can’t go anyplace and buy a place to do evangelism like is done at EAA.  They have 
a group of missionaries – people wandering into the tent all the time so that 
people can talk to them about Jesus.  God is in the middle of the EAA.   



Lee Smoll – They had four separate exhibit sites and another tent with 16 
organizations, each with a table.  A greeter helped them go to the table that was 
appropriate.   
 
Lifest: 
John Keiffer:  About 4-5, 000 people responded to Christ over the weekend.  
About 150 kids responded to one event, but there were only six people working in 
the prayer tent at that time. We want these events to be more than rock concerts 
– to also be evangelistic events.  We want to be prepared and ready to do the 
follow up.  Make sure that people who respond have a place to get rooted and 
grounded with other Believers.  There are some follow up cards that people can 
take and pray for them.   
 Making plans now for Power of One so that we can do follow up right away 
instead of weeks later.  If you have a discipleship program, can you take cards and 
help out.  If you don’t have a discipleship program, we can help you establish one 
so that you can help do follow up for whatever event it is.  Want to make sure 
that every man, woman, and child is prayed for and is discipled.   
 We are working on developing a strategy to have Christians available to do 
this follow-up.  God filled in – people came forward to help pray for these 150 
people.  We just want to do better than that.  We are also working with Rick 
Kindschi to get some of the non-profits together to work with the churches to get 
very practical things on the ground to help people out.   
 Many times, these are recommitments, but there are some new Believers 
here that need to be connected.  There are lots of people in this area that can 
help them get connected.   
 
Bill Steinburg’s passing 
The visitation was Thursday, while the service was Friday at Calvary. 
Bill and Doris ran Sunshine Ministries, Christmas Gatherings, Pastor and wife 
retreats.  Calvary will help sustain Sunshine Ministries.  
Steve Cole recommended sending her funds from the Fellowship. 
 
Stuart and Jill Brisco Event 
Paul Cameron:  Over 1100 people purchased tickets. 
Their ministry is one of the few that is allowed to be on European radio – where 
there hasn’t been Christian radio for many years.  They shared the story of their 
ministry.  They now have a Bible study that people can access from their phones. 



 
Updates on Future Events: 
 
Convoy of Hope 
Dave Mantel:  They are still working on a list of the ministries that various 
churches have.  A letter to churches in the area should be out within the next two 
weeks.  Please return the information as soon as possible.  Let others know if they 
don’t get the letter.  Send information about your ministries to:  Dave Mantel at 
david_mantel@usc.salvationarmy.org 
 
Steve Nickel: Convoy of Hope leadership has been meeting and things are coming 
together.  There is a need more people to cut hair.  The templates were received 
yesterday from the national office and will soon be sent to Affinity to print the 
flyers and brochures.  The key thing is seeing the County get more involved and 
having more dental services available.   
 Churches are being contacted about serving in the Connections / Prayer 
Tent – have had people come to church because of the follow up provided by 
Connections Churches.   
 Have been distributing a general brochure for recruiting churches, 
businesses and organizations.  This year, more people are getting involved and 
there are more foundation requests.  A package will be sent out to the churches 
soon.  We want this to be more than just a one-day event.  It is to be something 
that serves the whole person – including their spiritual side.  This gives us the 
opportunity to build bridges and credibility.  The Church hasn’t been on the radar 
before.  We are teaching our people to serve – showing them it is OK to serve 
outside of the church.   
 
Sikh Temple Shooting 
John Kieffer: There will be community wide prayer meeting in Milwaukee 
tomorrow. God is using this to unite the churches to pray.  What is God doing 
here in the Valley?  Are we prepared for a disaster?  It would be wonderful to 
have people trained, equipped and organized to respond to a disaster.  It is 
happening in cities across the country.  We can take the steps to move forward on 
this.  This could have been any one of our congregations.   
Randy Tooley: The Salvation Army is prepared with emergency disaster services – 
especially with emotional care and their basic chaplaincy program.  How do we 



deal with those outside Christianity?  How do we minister to them?  They are 
looking at this training here locally.   
Kathi Miller: Maybe we should use some of our money to send a gift to support 
them?  Would we ignore them if they were our neighbors?  It would be a good 
representation behind the Christian Community. 
Steve Nickel: there is a prayer vigil at the Sikh temple tonight. 
 
Other updates forwarded to Becky to get it in the minutes: 

 Female Pastoral Prayer Group. 
 Karen Konrad is starting a prayer group for female pastors, including female 
chaplains, from northeast Wisconsin.  If you are interested or know of 
someone who is interested, contact Karen at mkkonrad2@gmail.com. 

 Request that $200.00 of our funds be used to support MASA.  It would be a 
great way to show our support for the great job they did at EAA. 

 
 
12:40  Dave Mantel  Devotion 
I Corinthians  Jesus said to me: my grace is sufficient  
He is very new to the group, so he wanted to share some of his testimony.  
 
When we say these words, we have to believe it even when we don’t feel it.  We 
have to believe that God is who is says He is, no matter what.  In the darkness he 
found this mysterious truth of God – in the hardest of time, God reveals himself in 
new ways.  He found comfort in God’s grace poured out in new measure when we 
need it the most.  We don’t need it so much at other times.  In our tough times, 
he pours out a new measure.  We all have a choice – like Job had – there are 
times we feel like giving up on God, in not trusting Him.  As God poured out new 
grace to Dave, he learned to love God in a different way.  As he deals with other 
things, he is sure that God will tell him again that His grace is sufficient.  That’s 
what it is all about.  We are all dealing with stuff.  In those times, in our darkest 
and weakest, God will pour out a new measure, walk beside us and lift us up.  He 
has his hands around us – we can trust Him.  God is good. 
 
Closed with prayer 
 
The FCEMF meeting next month will be at Shalom House. 
 


