
FCEMF Meeting Notes 
Freedom Fellowship 
May 14, 2013  
 
Welcome by Aaron Scheer 
Opening Prayer by Landon Churchill 
 
In attendance:  Landon Churchill, Steve Cole, Becky Deuel, Vaughn Groen,  Tony Gutierrez, Ken 
Hasner, Brian Lowe, Kathi Miller, Steve Nickel, Don Olm, Eric Omdal, Aaron Scheer, John Sitcler 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  $219.95 in checking account 
Presentation of $300.00 check to Landon Churchill for Jail Ministries 
Vaughn Groen collected dues to give to Paul 
 
Introduction of Brian Lowe – invited by Landon – started a church in Freedom Center. 
 
Aaron: 
Last month’s highlights: My Hope training, Generous Church training was held last week 
 
Looking for a host for next month, June 4, 2013 – no one on the list currently. 
Vaughn volunteered Faith Christian Church in New London 
See attached schedule 
 
Updates: 

 Eric Omdal - ONE Ministry – Orphans Need Everyone 
Ministry was started by lay people in their church.  God stirred their hearts for orphans, so they 
got together, prayed, thought and acted.  It has become a fantastic ministry.  There is an 
Adoption Support branch to help people going through the adoption process; a Foster Care 
branch to support foster parents and has some connections with government agencies; the 
Backpack Drive, which is an organized drive to give a backpack with special items inside to 
foster kids going in to new homes; and an International Component to serve on international 
mission trips at orphanages.  They want to do a benefit concert in the fall.  They would like a 
representative of the ministry to come talk to us because they want it to be a Valley wide 
ministry – not just Calvary Bible Church.    
See attached poster 
 

 Eric Omdal – Extreme Makeover: Weight Loss Edition (see attached handout) 
One of the people who was in his youth ministry was Ryan Sawlsville.  He felt that God saved his 
life and he wanted to share that story.  He ended up getting connected with Extreme Make-
over.  He has lost 200 pounds.  They are filming the finale at Lambeau Field next Tuesday.  
Ministry element is that Ryan wants to share his faith.  Contact Eric if you would like Ryan to 
come speak to your group.  He will only be able to share glimpses of his faith on the show.  
ryansawlsville@gmail.com 
 

mailto:ryansawlsville@gmail.com


 Vaughn Groen 
Pinnacle Ministries has a policy that they give a one-month sabbatical after five years of service.  
He is a strong component of sabbaticals.  At Shalom House, they get to ask pastors if they have 
taken a Sabbatical.  A lot of times they have never done it and their church has no policy to be 
able to allow it.  He and his wife went on a sabbatical for the month of March and saw God’s 
love lavished on them.  They got away, started with Weekend to Remember.  It was a 
wonderful way to start the sabbatical being able to focus on God and their marriage – they had 
a month to incorporate those principles.  Then they went down to The Cove, the Billy Graham 
training Center, for which they had received a grant to pay for that.  They heard Dr. David 
Jeremiah teach.  At the end of the month, they went to Charlotte to view the Billy Graham 
Library.  It was very encouraging for them.  It was great to see the way God lavished them 
financially to afford what they were doing.  A lot of people and churches donated the funds for 
them to go away, so they didn’t have to worry about money – which contributed to their peace.  
God showed his love in all kinds of ways. 
 If you do not have a church policy for sabbaticals, establish one.  Check out the Pinnacle 
web site.  Many times, the Church Boards don’t get it – they believe that two weeks of vacation 
should be enough.  It is a very healthy move to have pastors experience a sabbatical.  Too often, 
we don’t see the value of unplugging ourselves.  It is party of healthiness.  Plan a sabbatical – 
it’s great for you, your family, and your church. 
 

 Tony Gutierrez – Puerta Hermosa - Beautiful Gate Outreach Center 
They have a ministry for men to teach men how to lead, how to be leaders.  Some of the men 
are from your churches.  Tony encouraged us to come and listen to these men and their Bible 
studies. 
Different men lead the study every week.  They select a scripture and then ask questions that 
the men answer.  They talk about everything that is real in our churches.  It is great to have 
fellowship between men who don’t go to the same church.  It is topical study – however God 
moves over a man that week – he shares what God has put on his heart that week.  Pastors in 
the room ensure we stay on track.  They pray about what has been said – is it truly God’s Word 
the way He meant it.  This ministry helps men through various life events.   
 It is held on Saturday mornings at 9:00.  No robes or collars.  Come in as a man and just 
listen.  They worship, pray and then get into God’s Word.  Leave when you want to leave.  Ends 
however God’s Spirit leads them.  At Puerto Hermosa, 304 DePere Street, Menasha, WI 54952 
www.puertahermosa.org 
 

 Kathi Miller – Memorial Day Weekend Brat Fray  See attached poster 
We will be hosting our Third Annual Brat Fry will be held on May 25th at the Festival Foods on 
Northland Avenue.  Bring a veteran or someone still on active duty for free food.  Any food left 
over will go to the Warming Shelter. 
 

 Ken Hasner -  
The first weekend in November will be an Art of Marriage seminar just for pastors and their 
spouses.  It will be held at the Silver Birch Ranch in White Lake, Wisconsin.  Designed to help 



couples where they are.  If you are struggling, it will help you get better.  If your marriage is 
good, it will help make it amazing. 
 
Discussion led by Aaron: 
Some on the team have been looking at bylaws about why we meet, what is the goal? 
He gets calls regularly from different ministry leaders who want to talk to us.  Pastors want to 
get into the word and have prayer time.  What are some possibilities / some ways to create a 
place where ministry leaders can communicate with us, but protect the place where pastors 
can share the word / sharpen each other?  How do you see this group? 
 
As you get ideas on how to draw ministry leaders together, how to communicate better, how 
do we coordinate together, email Aaron or Becky 
 
 
Devotion:  Landon Churchill 
He gets stirred up when he hears what God is up to.  When we are involved in ministry, we find 
our identity in what we do.  Today we will report out that we see what God is doing on a 
personal level.  What do I see that stirs my heart?  
 
Shared what we see God doing in our lives right now. 
 
Pray back to God, giving thanks for what He is doing. 
 
Concluded at 1:05 PM 
 
Next meeting is at Faith Christian Church in New London 


