
FCEMF Meeting Notes 
August 4, 2015 
Riverview Gardens Country Club 
 
Thrivent Presentation Overview 
There are funds available to churches, through members who are Thrivent members. 
Thrivent has been impacting churches and families for the last 110 years. Their mission 
helping to bring faith and finances together for good.  They have grown and expanded 
and now serve all Christians. They want to help members improve their relationship with 
money.  They provide education to improve finances. They do a lot of things that other 
companies do, but do them with a different guiding proposition. Generosity is what they 
do to support the Christian community.  The funds they would normally have to use to 
pay taxes are used to support the Christian community, through Thrivent Choice and 
action teams. Their largest impact is to help strengthen individuals and families to 
improve their relationship with their finances and money, to show ways to be more 
responsible and live by Christian principles, to help inspire them and their ability to 
become more generous. Their hope and prayer is that they will make an impact on 
families, the Christian community, and then the world. 
Thrivent is a not-for-profit organization.  The profit they do make goes to policy holder’s 
hands.  They pay dividends, or it goes into the infrastructure of the company. 
 
John Kieffer:  Most of us probably have someone in our church who is already a 
Thrivent member.  That person could become an advocate, designate Choice dollars, 
and promote the different programs.  If we need help finding who that advocate might 
be, who can help us get funds for various projects, contact Linsey Wickesberg at 
linsey.wickesberg@gmail.com or call her at 920-740-1207. 
See attached for handouts. 
 
 
As you introduce yourself, share name, where we serve, and if we had unlimited talent 
and resources, what is one ministry you would like to add to your church? 
 
In attendance:   
Tony Beach, Paul Cameron, Landon Churchill, Becky Deuel, Paul Fransmeier, Vaughn 
Groen, Ken Hasner, John Kieffer, Jeff Prewitt, Lee Smoll, Brenda Spina, Tim Webster, 
and Shawn Whitworth 
Linsey Wickesberg and Mike from Thrivent 
 
 
 
Devotion by John Kieffer 
I Tim 2:1 –  
Paul is writing to Timothy, young pastor of church in Ephesus. 
Three part question to spur dialogue as it relates to prayer: 
What is prayer? Define the term. 
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What in my personal prayer life has made that the most meaningful, most significant, 
what helps me in my prayer life? 
In our congregation, how do I urge my people to pray? 
 
Engaged in discussion in answering these three questions. 
 

Business:   Tony Beach 
 
Party in the Park – http://pathwayschurch.us/event-calendar/2015/8/29/party-in-the-park 
On August 29th from 10:00 to 3 at Erb Park.  Pathways Church is partnering with 
Mission Church and Celebration Church to offer free clothing, haircuts, food, school 
supplies, and live entertainment to those in need in our community. For more 
information email Jo Ellen Schwandt or call the Pathways Church office at 920-735-
0422. Check out the web site to volunteer to serve. 
 
Lee Smoll: There were 260 missionaries serving EAA this year.  160 individuals / 
families that needed to be placed.   There were several people who usually help part-
time who volunteered to be full-time this year.  Then the day before EAA, they found out 
that Lee’s wife had to have surgery.  On Sunday and Monday, she was able to hand 
over her normal duties.  Her surgery was Tuesday and Wednesday – she was unable to 
attend EAA at all.  God is doing amazing things.  All the people needed to get the job 
done were there.   
 
Stronger Together – meeting Thursday 6:30 to 8:00 at the Bordini Center 
Everyone is invited to attend at participate. 
 
Paul Cameron - Secret Keeper coming up in September.  Handout flyer from Paul 
Cameron – see attached.  We should be getting something in the mail this next week.  
They can print posters if we want.  They have Bulletin inserts.  Last time they sold out 
ahead of time. This is for moms and daughters.  Still looking for the right venue to do 
the same things for boys and fathers. 
 
Paul Franzmeier - Mission of Hope – August 22nd in New London 
Check out http://mission-of-hope.com/ to volunteer. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Current Balance is $1,185.21 
A suggestion was made to donate funds for the Love 2020 Leader’s Forum.  See the 
information following these minutes. 
 
Paul Franzmeier:  Men’s Mini-Prayer Summit – September 12th from 9:00 to 3:00 
It will be a time of seeking the Lord and all men are encouraged to attend. 
 
Vaughn Groen – Things are in motion at Shalom House.  By the end of the year, they 
will be out from the Pinnacle Ministries umbrella.  They are seeking God about the next 
chapter but don’t know what that will be.  They feel called to do this on their own but 
need a lot of prayer for this and need a lot of people participating.  They have no 
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money, but God hasn’t removed that call from their lives.  God has the resources 
available, but they haven’t connected yet. Additionally, Vaughn has some surgery 
coming up in the future.  This is exciting because God is awesome and is in control of 
all those things. Confident they are following in His steps. 
 
Next meeting, September 1st, will be at Shalom House – RSVP via e-mail for adequate 
lunch preparation. 
 
Close in prayer by Jeff Prewitt 
 
 
 

  

Please add the follow to the minutes regarding the proposal for funds 

allocation . . . 

  

Today in our meeting, Paul Franzmeier proposed that the FCEMF write a 

check out to John Kieffer and his Mission America team for $300.00 to be 

used as the team best discerns to pay for expenses or scholarships of the 

upcoming Love 20/20 Leaders Forum taking place at Green Lake 

Conference Center October13-14, 2015.   Jeff Prewitt seconded the motion 

and Tony Beach suggested we put this proposal in the minutes for the rest 

of the group to weigh in on.  Paul would ask that anyone who does not 

approve this motion to let him know by 8/15/15.  If there are not 

disapprovals the proposal passes.    

  

I have copied below an invitation letter from John and the team incase 

anyone wants an update on the meeting.    

  

God bless, 

  

Paul Franzmeier 

  



WI LOVE2020 Leaders Forum Invite 
 
Dear _________ , 
 
As the representative for the Mission America Coalition in Wisconsin, I am writing today to 
invite you to a gathering of Wisconsin leaders on Tuesday, October 13, through Wednesday, 
October 14, at Green Lake Conference Center, Green Lake, Wisconsin, to introduce you to 
LOVE2020.  
 
As a ministry leader in Wisconsin, I personally invite you to come and discuss how your ministry 
can collaborate with others to pray for, care for and share with everyone in our State. We need 
your voice at the table! Thank you for being a part! 
 
LOVE2020 is an initiative of the Mission America Coalition for every person in America to be 
loved by the end of 2020 by at least one Christ follower who is living the prayer-care-share 
lifestyle. Although this is an enormous endeavor, we believe that it can be accomplished as we 
are compelled by the love of Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It could result in 
millions of people coming to faith in Jesus Christ and could contribute to a great spiritual revival 
and awakening.  
 
This mission is too large for any one organization or strategy; therefore, we must all work 
together in our individual “affinities.”  Nationally, the Mission America Coalition has identified 33 
major affinity spheres within our culture, such as marketplace, education, government, 
denominations, Christian ministries, etc.  
 
Our gathering in Green Lake will include (1) foundational prayer, (2) relationship building, (3) 
hearing from each other where God is at work in Wisconsin, and (4) discerning together how 
and where we can work together to love every one in our State.  
Here are links to both the WisconsinLOVE2020 and the National LOVE2020 websites. Feel free 
to call me (920) 202-1390 or email me (johnkieffer.mac@me.com) with any questions you may 
have. 
Please prayerfully consider joining us in October at Green Lake Conference Center to learn more 
about this collaborative initiative.  
Thank you for your time.  
Sincerely, 
 
John Kieffer 
Wisconsin State Facilitator for City/Community Ministries 
 
John Kieffer 
920-202-1390 
missionamerica.org 
cityreaching.com 
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