
Breakfast with Dave Runyan 
October 4, 2016  
 
Welcome by Pastor Todd 
Katie Popp: Thank you to the sponsors, volunteers, staff and Board 
Mission of Love INC 
Introduce Dave Runyan 
 
Dave Runyan:   

Rooms like this are the key:  faith, government, and business leaders get 
together to work toward a flourishing community.  Faith leaders sit on a sleeping giant of 
volunteerism.  It’s not about us.  It is about addressing the needs of others.  If you want 
to know issues in your city, talk to your civic leaders.  It is important to exegete our 
communities.  
 He loves what Love, INC is doing – the smart way to empower people. 
In Denver, they had 1,000 homeless families – those who were not the chronic 
homeless.  And they had 1,000 churches.  Wanted to develop a one congregation / one 
family – where each church would walk with each homeless family, develop healthy 
relationships to help them transition to the next phase of their life 
 Civic leaders working with faith leaders is powerful.  They have a lot in common.  
They are asked to be at places – more than they can accept.  They put time and energy 
into events where no one shows up.  They do their job out of a calling, not to receive a 
paycheck.  They receive unsolicited advice about how to do their job. They have a 
mandate to care for people in need.  Look for the smartest way to address these needs. 
 Solutions happen around collaboration.  Things happen around relationships.  
 Where do I feel stuck? 
 What are my dreams for our city? 
 
The mayor of Sheboygan and the mayor of Sheboygan Falls were each invited to talk 
about the concerns for their respective cities.   
 
Dave Runyan: 

Two of the biggest issues in every community are mental health and addiction – 
many people trying to fill a void in their lives.  What is it about healthy neighborhoods 
that can make a difference?  It reduces crime and improves home values (they keep 
their properties maintained).  Help people love where they live.  Help neighbors instead 
of calling the city to handle issues. 
 Their mayor in Denver sent them on a journey to do what Jesus tells us to do.  
Pastors tend to be bad neighbors and have unhealthy rhythms of life.  Engaging with 
the neighbors in proximity is a low priority. 
 They were prompted to do little things that make a difference.  The group of 
pastors decided to develop and give the same sermon series, be on the same team of 
loving our actual neighbors.  If my church grows, it won’t change the city.  What if all 
churches work together intentionally?  What if they did literal neighboring?  Talk with 
one voice?  That should be the norm.  Neighboring is simple and concrete.  
 We all need to have a fridge magnet of the neighborhood grid. 



 People actually started doing things because of a sermon.  They either know 
their neighbors – or they don’t.  This gave them something concrete to do.  There is a 
difference between aspirations and action.  We need to close the gap between the two.   
 There will be awkward moments as we learn their names.  
 Encourage people to learn the names of their neighbors.  Then they get to know 
their neighbors.  Start to live on the block.  It makes a difference and improves property 
values.  Get everyone to care about everyone on their street. 
 It is not biblical to show up for an hour on Sunday morning.  In Acts, they lived life 
on life together.  We need to leverage our voice. 
 
Q&A 
Cheryl:  Mental health is an issue even in elementary school.  We need to reach out to 
neighbors to make an impact on the children. 
Dave:  The number of people with mental health issues is pressing everywhere.  Faith 
communities is a natural landing spot for them.  But you have to have the expertise to 
deal with these issues. Are we being intentional about reaching out to them? 
 
Q:  We tend to fear to reach out to them.  There is stigma with mental health and the 
differently abled.  We need to handle this with love. 
Dave:  Are we reaching out to develop relationships with them?  It makes a difference.  
People grow through crisis.  It is the greatest opportunity for collaboration.  Good things 
happen when we reach out intentionally.  We need to get past our discomfort.  It is in 
tension that people grow.   
 
Q:  How do we work with our neighbors who are differently abled? 
Dave:  Make people uncomfortable at a level that people can stomach. 
 
Philip:  It is harder to handle a crisis together if there is no relationship.  The church 
tends to be reactive instead of grow from heathy side.  
 
Jim:  Harder to love people of different denominations.  How can we practice loving 
each other? 
Dave:  Serve people together!  Even praying together – we pray doctrine.  But we all 
have a mandate to serve people.  We need to learn from each other what we are each 
doing.  Keep the focus on serving people in need.  Unity around a purpose is better than 
just to be united.  Even partnering with one other church – like John 17.   
They gave everything away, so it is ours to use.   

The sermon series was developed by a group of pastors.  They also have a small 
group guide.  In Denver, they do the sermon series in the spring, following Easter.  In 
Phoenix, they did it at a different time since neighbors don’t go outside in the summer.  
They have done it for three years in a row.  They will stop doing it when the mayor says 
their neighborhoods are the best neighborhoods.  The sermon series and the small 
group guide can be found at http://www.artofneighboring.com/, click on resources. 
 
Todd:  Naming is powerful. 
Dave:  There is dignity in calling someone by name.  We all need to get better at it. 

http://www.artofneighboring.com/


 
His prayer is that this keeps happening, that we get to know each other, that we keep 
showing up, then we’ll have a collective impact. He will continue to be a resource. 
 
Kathy Jezwinski from Thrivent: 
One of the benefits of membership is to be able to support causes we are about.  
Encourage people to live generously, serve people in our neighborhood. 
Gave away cookies and notes cards to share with our neighbors. 
  
 
Closing prayer – Brad Veenendaal 
 


