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 First, she lost her health, then her job, her insurance, and then her home. 
Most of her money was going towards medications. She was living out of her car 
with no money for extras. When I gave her tampons, toothpaste, a toothbrush, 
soap and shampoo, she began to cry - stating that she’ll no longer have to 
use toilet paper for feminine needs. - Crystal G., Partnership Community Health 
Center, Appleton 

 

 “They believed in me, and gave me food and space at the warming shelter to 
sleep.  Not only that, but they also gave me soap, deodorant, a razor and shampoo 
before my interview for the job that I desperately needed.  I would not be employed 
if not for their help and the services they provide.”  -Michael, client at Evergreen 
Community Initiative, Stevens Point 
 

 “I overcame despair and destruction with the help of my friends at the 
Salvation Army after a devastating divorce that left me and my 6-month-old child 
homeless with nothing more than our car and clothes. They helped me find a tiny 
apartment, a job, and got me started with supplies like diapers, laundry soap, toilet 
paper, and toothpaste. They gave me the impression that I was worthy of these 
things. That's a donation you would call priceless. Thanks to them, families like 
mine don't have to feel poor because we have clean clothes and toilet paper. 
Without this generosity on the part of the Salvation Army, that is our reality.”  - 
Nadia, young mom   

 

 “I put my pride away and hold my head up knowing that there are people in 

this community who really care if I can wash my children’s clothes for school 

or sanitize my kitchen properly.  Even with two working parents, times still get 

hard for us. What you do is a blessing to our family, thank you!”  - Grateful mom, 

B.A.B.E.S., Inc. Child Abuse Prevention Program – Appleton  

 

 When our folks, who have all survived and conquered their worst days (with 
maybe more to come) can have an experience that we take for granted as 
normal, this goes a long way… A new resident (from a recovery facility) saw the 
box of lotions provided through Help for the Homeless and asked if we could please 
put one of her favorites in the upstairs shower room. She lit up with happiness 
when we told her she could take the whole bottle to her room for her very 
own!  In recovery programs, lotions aren’t allowed unless prescribed by a doctor.  - 
Michael Green, COTS Transitional House Programs 
 

 Being able to shower and wash our clothes helps me feel refreshed, alive, and 
confident of myself being clean, smelling good, and most of all presentable to 
the public and employment.  This hygiene is a good blessing to all the people 
who are struggling. Thank you!  - Client, Fox Valley Warming Shelter  

 



 “When you’re the kid who smells bad in class, it doesn’t take long for other 
kids to stay away from you. Sadly, this is a reality for some of our students who 
are homeless or living in poverty, whose families cannot afford laundry soap, 
toothpaste, or shampoo.  Something as simple as smelling bad may set of a chain 
of negative outcomes in motion…lack of positive peer interaction at school, followed 
by poor attendance, failing grades, limited chances of employment, etc. These kids 
have one less problem to worry about and better chances for a brighter future 
when the school and community work together to help them and their families 
with hygiene products.”  -  Yang Yeng, Homeless Liaison, Menasha Joint School 
District 

 

 “It is great that there is a place in the community where I can come to take a 
shower.  I appreciate that they give me soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste and 
a toothbrush.  I keep the shower bag they give me and use it each time I come for a 
shower.  Even though I live on the street, I like to be clean.  These shower kits help 
me make it through several weeks.  Thank you.” Guest, The Salvation Army Green 
Bay     

 

 “Last time I looked at the ‘toiletries shelf’ there were only a few bottles of 
shampoo and no diapers.  In fact, right now our entire toiletries supply fits on 
2 shelves of a small bookcase.  We shelter about 60 families a year, and you can 
be sure we’re looking forward to our first year of participating in the Family’s Help 
for the Homeless!”   – Sue Sippel, Exec. Dir. The Family Center, Wisconsin Rapids  

 

 “I had a family living in someone’s garage and walking to the nearby gas 
station to brush teeth and wash up each AM and PM.  Mom just bawled in my 
office about how daily living was just so hard. We gave them hygiene supplies from 
Help for the Homeless...soap, shampoo, lotion, dental care. You would have 
thought it was Christmas for this family.... mom was so excited and couldn't 
believe they could clean themselves with actual soap and use their own 
deodorant. We also worked out a plan with the host family to allow some bathroom 
time. The things we take for granted!”  - Elizabeth Webb, Green Bay Schools 
Homeless children and youth 

 

 “A client of mine is a young woman who doesn’t like to ask for help, but when it 
comes to her 15-month-old son - she won’t hesitate. I’ve been able to provide her 
with diapers, wipes, A & D, as well as baby shampoo – all donations from “Help for 
the Homeless.” The gratitude was seen with tears of appreciation, knowing she 
had the basic needs for her son.” – Laura Hall CAP Services Waupaca 

 

 “People come to us when they have nowhere else to turn for help. They’re 
often at the lowest point in their lives, and report feeling scared, depressed, 
embarrassed and inadequate.  They have been reduced to tears when presented 
with shampoo, diapers, deodorant or other items that we so often take for granted.  
The generous response to the Help for the Homeless campaign shows our 
community’s capacity to care and share.”  - Mary Parsons, Exec. Director LEAVEN 
 
 

More information about “Help for the Homeless” at www.thefamily.net or 800-236-9364 

http://www.thefamily.net/

